BABYLONIAN AND ASSYRIAN RELIGION

on to enumerate, in turn, Tilmun (identified with
the island of Bahrein in the Persian Gulf); En-
gurra (the Abyss, the abode of Enki or Ea), with
numerous temples and shrines, including ' the
holy house/ 'the temple of the seer of heaven
and earth/ 'the abode of Zer-panitum/ consort
of Merodach,' the throne of the holy place/ ' the
temple of the region of Hades/ ' the supreme
temple of life/ 'the temple of the ear of the
corn-deity/ with many others, the whole list
containing what may be regarded as the chief
sanctuaries of the land, to the number of thirty-
one. Numerous other similar and more extensive
lists, enumerating every shrine and temple in the
country, also exist, though in a very imperfect
state, and in addition to these, many holy places
are referred to in the bilingual, historical, and
other inscriptions. All the great cities of Baby-
lonia, moreover, were sacred places, the chief in
renown and importance in later days being the
great city of Babylon, where E-sagila,' the temple
of the high head/ in which was apparently the
shrine called ' the temple of the foundation of
heaven and earth/ held the first place. This
building is called by Nebuchadnezzar 'the temple-
tower of Babylon/ and may better be regarded as
the site of the Biblical' Tower of Babel' than the
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